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preface

both in the past and currently the holy Spirit continues to be a fascinating 
area of research as evidenced by the steady flow of books, monographs and 
doctoral theses. As regards the former, one immediately thinks of James Dunn’s 
benchmark studies Jesus and the Spirit and Baptism in the Holy Spirit or of gordon 
fee’s more focused magnum opus God’s Empowering Presence. The Holy Spirit 
in the Letters of Paul, for example.1 landmark studies like these continue to 
impact thinking and research in this important area of study, a trend which 
continues with the recent publication of John levison’s magisterial Filled with 
the Spirit.2 Today, it is also fair to say that interest in matters pneumatological 
is no longer the sole prerogative of one theological school of thought or 
group; rather, interest in the Spirit crosses denominational and theological 
boundaries.3 All this, together with the recently launched Journal of Biblical 
and Pneumatological Research in 2009, augurs well for the future and is a healthy 
sign that the holy Spirit remains very fertile territory for biblical and theo-
logical inquiry.

To be sure, each of the above volumes has a particular emphasis, ‘a point 
of entry’ if you will, an issue which it seeks to address or to which it responds. 
The latter volume of James Dunn mentioned above, for instance, was a 
response to the debate over the moment or timing of the baptism of the 
Spirit. fee’s work, while not addressing a precise issue as such is more genre-
specific – the pauline corpus – in which he provides what amounts to an 
exhaustive discussion of the pauline texts where the ‘s/Spirit’ is mentioned.4 
levison, on the other hand, paints with a broad brush by not restricting 
himself to a single author or literary corpus; nevertheless even he is of the 
view that the rubric ‘be filled with the Spirit’ is an overarching way of 
describing the basic function of the Spirit.

The editors (and contributors) of the current volume seek to build on 
this rich heritage while also attempting to move the discussion forward. This 

1 Since fee’s study, there has been a crop of monographs on paul and the Spirit, including for example 
finny, p., The Origins of Pauline Pneumatology. WunT 194. Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen, 2005; Munzinger, 
A., Discerning the Spirits. Theological and Ethical Hermeneutics in Paul. SnTSMS 140. cambridge university 
press, cambridge, 2007, both of which were supervised by two esteemed contributors to this volume, 
James Dunn and Max Turner respectively.

2 one could also add the recent publication of the testament-specific work, firth, D. g. and Wegner, p. D. 
(eds), Presence, Power and Promise. The Role of the Spirit of God in the Old Testament. Apollos, nottingham, 
2011, as well as Spawn, k. l. and Wright, A. T., Spirit and Scripture. Exploring a Pneumatic Hermeneutic. 
T&T clark, london, 2012 and Thiselton, A., The Holy Spirit – in Biblical Teaching, through the Centuries, 
and Today. eerdmans, grand rapids, 2013.

3 This is clear, for example, in the recent collection of essays by a group of cessationists, Wallace, D. b. 
and Sawyer, M. J. (eds), Who’s Afraid of the Holy Spirit? biblical Studies press, Dallas, 2005.

4 fee views all 13 letters as being authentically pauline.
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Preface

book, moreover, also has its own ‘point of entry’, an attempt to provide a 
biblical theology5 of the Spirit by tracing the role and work of the Spirit across 
the entire biblical canon. To be sure, this is a challenging task, but it is  
one which to our knowledge has never before been attempted and this –  
in addition to the current interest – in itself is sufficient justification for the 
project. To this end, each contributor will engage in a rigorous exegesis of 
pertinent texts where the s/Spirit is mentioned in order to tease out the unique 
voice of a biblical author so that it is clearly heard. A caveat is necessary here. 
because of the sheer scope of the project it was decided in the case of the 
old Testament (oT) to focus either on a single book (e.g. isaiah) or on a 
genre (e.g. pentateuch) where the s/Spirit is mentioned.6

The different authors of the biblical books will no doubt present distinct 
‘voices’ and emphases in what they have to say on this subject. At the same 
time, and in light of our canonical approach, each contributor will also keep 
an open ear for the sounds where these individual voices blend together in 
harmony as the theme of the Spirit is traced through Scripture. presumably, 
there will be commonalities between the various biblical authors in what 
they have to say concerning the Spirit to enable a synthesis to be provided. 
With the latter especially in view, and as a means of providing cohesion to 
the volume, contributors will be especially alert to the broader themes which 
may arise in any discussion of this subject, including, for example, soteriology, 
empowerment, and creating/life-giving aspects, to name but a few.

Trevor J. burke and keith Warrington (editors)

5 To be sure, biblical theology means different things to different people, but a good working definition 
is that of brian rosner who states that ‘it proceeds with historical and literary sensitivity and seeks to 
analyse and synthesize the bible’s teaching about god and his relations to the world on its own terms, 
maintaining sight of the bible’s overarching narrative and christocentric focus’ (‘biblical Theology’, in 
Alexander, T. D. and rosner, b. S. (eds), New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. ivp, leicester, 2000, p. 10).

6 unfortunately a project of this magnitude does not permit a discussion of the importance of the Spirit 
during the intertestamental era. in any case, and as the title of the book makes clear, we are concentrat-
ing on the role and function of the Spirit in Scripture.
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1
The pentateuch

WAlTer c. kAiSer Jr

Introduction

The complete term for the holy Spirit only occurs in its full form in the 
hebrew bible three times: psalm 51.11 (13), where David prayed for forgive-
ness after his sin with bathsheba, ‘Do not cast me from your presence or take 
your Holy Spirit from me’,1 and in isaiah 63.10, 11, where the israelites had 
grieved the Holy Spirit by rebelling against him. later, in this same context 
(63.14), this same holy Spirit is referred to under the preferred shortened 
title of ‘the Spirit of god’. According to Averbeck,2 ‘Spirit’ occurs about 94 
times with that personal reference to the third person of the Trinity, out of 
the 378 occurrences of the hebrew term ruach with its associated references 
to ‘wind’ and ‘breath’. hildebrandt came up with slightly different numbers, 
finding 389 references to the Spirit of god in the oT, mainly with the term 
ruach, but of these, approximately 107 refer to the activity of god as Spirit,3 
other meanings including ‘wind’ and ‘breath’.

The complete revelation of the triunity of the one god of Scripture is 
not revealed until later in the biblical text, but there are certainly earlier 
intimations of the fact that the unity of the godhead came in a Trinitarian 
form. god the father, god the Son and god the holy Spirit are all equally 
and eternally no less than the one god who had no rivals and was sovereign 
over all. usually the deity of the holy Spirit is not denied, but more often 
there is doubt about the personality of the holy Spirit. Jewett offers a case 
for the personality of the holy Spirit, writing:

The hebrews, it would seem, spoke of god in this way because they conceived 
of him in his essential being as the invisible power (energy) behind all that is, 
the creative breath by which the living creature, indeed the whole universe, is 
animated. yet in the context of the old Testament as a whole it is evident that 
this animating power, this creative breath, is not understood as an impersonal 

1 All Scripture quotations in this chapter are taken from the niv. All emphasis in Scripture quotations 
throughout the present volume is that of the individual authors.

2 Averback, r. e., ‘The holy Spirit in the hebrew bible and its contributions to the new Testament’, 
in Wallace, D. b. and Sawyer, J. (eds), Who’s Afraid of the Holy Spirit? biblical Studies press, Dallas, 2005, 
pp. 16  –18.

3 hildebrandt, W., An Old Testament Theology of the Spirit of God. hendrickson, peabody, 1995, p. 1.




